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¾What is Ethnomethodology?

¾Studies in Ethnomethodology

¾Discussion of Ethnomethodology



I mean, besides a really long word



¾Accountable (def) observable-and-reportable
¾Recognizable sense of accounts are not 

independent of the socially organized 
occasions of their use
ÅRational features consist of what social members 
ñmake ofò the accounts in the occasion of use

¾Ethnomethodology studies rational 
accountability of practical actions as ongoing, 
practical accomplishments



¾Lack of programmatic distinction between 

objective and indexical expressions

¾ñUninterestingò essential reflexivity of 

accounts

¾Analyzability of actions-in-context as a 

practical accomplishment



¾Indexical expressions rely on context for 

understanding
ÅAwkward for formal discourse

¾Distinction is required for generalizations 

that inexact sciences rely on

¾Wherever studies of practical actions are 

involved, distinction and substitutability is 

only accomplished for all practical 

purposes



¾Accounts are constituent features of 

settings they make observable

¾People make use of reflexivity of accounts 

to accomplish and recognize their 

procedures and findings

¾Not Interested
ÅDo not try to observe the reflexivity of accounts

ÅUse reasoning and argument to discover 

ñaccountable-for-all-practical-purposesò



¾Accomplishments are when account 

features are treated as commonplace

¾Implications of Accomplishments
ÅPeople use everyday activities as methods to 

recognize and demonstrate rational properties of 

indexical expressions and indexical actions

ÅAnalyzability of actions-in-context



¾Investigation of rational properties of 

indexical expressions and other practical 

actions as contingent ongoing 

accomplishments of organized artful 

practices of everyday life


